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Ambassador Goals 
Minnesota Great River Road Ambassadors can help: 

• Enrich traveler and neighbor exploration of the Mississippi River
• Promote community businesses and attractions
• Promote and confirm the Byway Traveler Resource Inventory of over 700 

Minnesota attractions
• Promote the 10-State Interpretive Center Network

Ambassadors will learn about:

• The Great River Road & Mississippi River
• Byway traveler characteristics and needs
• Website, print map & social media tools
• 700+ places to explore
• 90+ Interpretive Centers
• 10-state and Minnesota promotions



Initiated in 1938

A National Scenic Byway 
through ten states, following 
the winding course of the 
Mississippi River

Managed by the Mississippi 
River Parkway Commission

In Minnesota, partnership of 
the MN Mississippi River 
Parkway Commission and 
MN Dept of Transportation



All-American Road and 
National Scenic Byway

Most of the Great River Road is 
designated as a National Scenic 
Byway by the Federal Highway 
Administration and is promoted 
nationally and internationally as 
one of America’s greatest drives. 

In addition, 8 of the 10 states -
including Minnesota - have 
received All-American Road 
status for the Great River Road. 



Ten-State Great River Road Tools 
www.experiencemississippiriver.com

http://www.experiencemississippiriver.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GreatRiverRoad
https://pinterest.com/greatriverrd/
https://www.youtube.com/user/thegreatriverroad
https://www.instagram.com/greatriverroad/
https://experiencemississippiriver.com/


MN Great River Road Interpretive Centers
• Itasca State Park/Jacob Brower 

Visitor Center
• Forest History Center
• Itasca County History Museum
• Charles Lindbergh House & 

Museum
• Oliver Kelley Farm
• Mill City Museum
• Historic Fort Snelling
• Minnesota History Center
• NPS Mississippi River Visitor 

Center
• Science Museum of Minnesota
• National Eagle Center
• Minnesota Marine Art Museum
• Winona County History Center



Interpretive Center Benefits
• Promoted on:

– www.experiencemississippiriver.com
– www.mnmississippiriver.com

• Featured on ten statewide MN Great River Road 
print, online and mobile app maps

• Free maps and byway promotional items for 
Interpretive Center visitors

• Promoted by Minnesota and National MRPC
• Network with 90 premier river story-tellers

http://www.experiencemississippiriver.com/
http://www.mnmississippiriver.com/


Minnesota’s Great River Road

• 565-Mile Route

• 43 Communities

• 20 Counties

• 6 Destination Areas

• 3 Tribal Communities



Wayfinding Signage

2018: All Minnesota GRR signs replaced (565 Miles) 
Look for the green and white Pilot’s Wheel signs!



Travelers of Every Age and Many Interests



Print Map

• Similar in design to MN 
State Highway Map

• Features MN GRR 
Interpretive Centers

• Samples from 700+ 
byway attractions

• Full state map of Great 
River Road Route (Side 1)

• Community maps (Side 2) 

• Community contact 
information



www.mnmississippiriver.com

https://www.mnmississippiriver.com/


Digital Travel Guides

Bluffs Travel Guide

http://arcg.is/1OirD9
http://arcg.is/1OirD9


Plan Your Trip interactive 
map app includes videos that 
show how to use the map’s 

trip planning tools



Plan Your Trip Resource Categories



Plan Your Trip Updates

• The more than 700 sites in the online resource inventory need 
to be confirmed and updated.

• Our Commission Agencies (DNR, MNHS, MnDOT) account 
for about a third and we are working individually with those 
agencies.

• We will need Ambassador help to update site information, 
improve photos, and suggest new sites. 

• The process for ongoing updates is in development.



Questions & Conversation

• Tell us how things are going at your site…
• What was most useful/what should we take out? 
• How can the MN-MRPC help you?
• Who else could be a Great River Road Ambassador?



Thank You!
MN Mississippi River Parkway Commission

Chris Miller
651-341-4196

info@mnmississippiriver.com

MN Department of Transportation

Peter MacDonagh
651-391-0048

Peter.macdonagh@state.mn.us

Carol Zoff
612-449-0754

carol.zoff@state.mn.us
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